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Part No. C601 Balsam Alabdulkader Leat Reading Chart (BAL Chart) 

The BAL reading charts are Arabic continuous text reading acuity charts for patients with normal and low vision. 

Single optotypes charts are commonly used to measure distance visual acuity and contrast sensitivity. However, 

continuous text is more relevant to everyday reading related tasks, and therefore usually preferred for near 

acuity assessment. Continuous text reading acuity is different from single optotype 

 acuity, and more demanding visually, because of the challenges of small print, related words, and crowding. 

Also, continuous text allows an assessment of reading fluency and critical print size. As such it is a better 

measure for determining magnification for patients with visual impairment. Such patients may have difficulty 

with central vision loss which may not be detected or described with conventional acuity charts. 

The BAL charts allow the assessment of: 

1. Maximum reading speed (the fastest reading that a person can attain using large print), 

2. Critical print size (the smallest print that allows maximum, or near maximum, reading speed) and 

3. Reading acuity (the smallest print that can be read). The charts can be used to measure near visual 

acuity for patients of all ages, determine near reading additions for presbyopes, predict performance 

with magnification devices, determine magnification, and measure performance with low vision 

devices. 

They may also be used in research settings where reading performance needs to be assessed. For valid results, 

it is important that all such assessments be conducted in a person’s native language. 


